UK ONLINE EXAMS 


OPEN BOOK TEST 


e Clinical scenarios require a grasp over a concept and question cannot be 
directly found in textbook or online 


e randomize the question number to prevent cheating 


e mcq pattern based on given data 


Medical students take final exams online for first time, despite student concern 


() 
1. https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/22/coronavirus- 


forces-medical-students-sit-final-exams-online 
2. if MUHS asks how to conduct exams online 


3. Students in their sixth year of medical studies logged in at 1pm on 
Wednesday and Friday to demonstrate their ability to diagnose a 
patient’s condition. They were presented with a patient and given their 
history, findings from clinical examination and data from investigations 
such as blood tests. They then had to answer 150 questions in three 
hours, meaning they had 72 seconds to answer each one. 


4. “It wasn’t possible to answer questions that require putting all this 
information together by simply looking things up online,” Dr Sam said. 
“This is exactly like having a patient in front of you.” 


5. “The other thing we did was randomise the order of questions for each 
student. That made it impossible for them to help each other.” 


6. to offer alternative assessments, such as vivas conducted via video, a 
portfolio of essays or coursework instead of exams, or postponing 
deadlines until after social distancing and quarantine measures have 
been relaxed. 


7. “We were very clear to universities that we will be flexible in our 
approach,” Smyth said. “What we would say is that standards have to be 
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maintained. There must still be an assurance that students have met the 
learning outcomes in the modules.” 


1. Medical education during pandemics: a UK 
perspective 


e Medical education during pandemics: a UK perspective 


e https://archive.org/download/s12916-020-01577-y/s12916-020-01577- 
y-pdf 


e s an alternative to clinical placements, students at Imperial College London 
are being given access to an online repository of patient interview 
recordings and cases. 


e Rather than restricting student access to patients, tele- medicine 
technologies may be utilised. One such approach uses tablet computers 
which can be cleaned 
between patients following appropriate infection control protocols. They 
can be used at sites with a high risk of COVID-19 transmission; patients can 
be given a tablet and isolated in an exam room. In turn, both students and 
physicians can communicate with these patients without risking exposure 
to the pathogen and wasting personal protective equipment 


e Indeed, studies have found that inter-action with telemedicine 
technologies during under-graduate medical training contributes to 
improved core competencies, medical knowledge, overall learning and 
higher quality patient care 


e it was set to last several months; this would lead to 
a substantial loss of learning time for students and prob- able depreciation 
in confidence, although the slight loss of clinical skills would likely be 
quickly rekindled once students are back in a clinical environment. 


FOR OTHER DETAILS FROM WEBSITE 


https://www.imperial.ac.uk/about/governance/academic- 
governance/academic-policy/exams-and-assessment/ 
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https://archive.org/download/conducting-online-assessments-2020-21v- 
3/Conducting-Online-Assessments-2020-21v3.pdf 


how to conduct online exams guide 
https://www.monash.edu/exams/electronic-exams 


2. These universities have proven that online exams 
can work 


https://www.studyinternational.com/news/online-exams-during-covid19/ 


280 medical students successfully completed final-year exams last week. 
The university says this a historic first for medical studies. 


students are also less anxious about online exams as they can first do 
practice tests online. 


save institutions a lot of money 


A report by ZDNet pointed out that Monash University in Australia would 
save approximately AU$7 million (US$4.7 million) per annum by shifting 80 
percent of exams online, which it aims to do this year. 


3. | sat an open book medical school final exam from my bedroom 


https://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/imperial-medicine/2020/03/25/i-sat-an- 
open-book-medical-school-finals/ 


The questions that worked well were ones that required a multi-stage 
reasoning to get to an answer, tested ‘grey’ areas of the curriculum that 
couldn't be found online, or image/data interpretation. The few simple fact 
recall questions felt out of place in an open book exam which reflected the 
limited time faculty had to deliver this exam. 


The exam has made me realise that medical school finals test a higher level 
of learning then just remembering information. 


If being a doctor just meant googling key information, they would have 
been out of a job a long time ago. 
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e We have actually learnt so much during this degree, which is easy to forget. 
The ability to synthesise information to come up with a management, or 
interpret complex data are skills I've somehow learnt. It took an open book 
exam for me to realise this. 


e No parts of society will be the same after COVID, and medical education is 
no different. 
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